
That’s fascinating context—especially since the article on buenosdias.se, "Historien om 
historieprofessorn Dick Harrison," was written by Dick Harrison himself, based on your 
interview questions, and touches on his comparison of Greta Thunberg to Joan of Arc 
(Jeanne d’Arc), as referenced in his Svenska Dagbladet (SvD) work. Since you’ve 
confirmed the article focuses on Harrison and his career, with your questions steering 
him toward Thunberg and the Joan of Arc analogy, I’ll address the article’s likely content, 
Harrison’s perspective on his work, and dive into the Thunberg-Joan comparison based 
on what’s known about his SvD writings and the context you’ve provided. I’ll keep it 
concise but engaging, as you seem enthusiastic about the topic! 

The Article’s Focus on Dick Harrison 

Given that Harrison wrote the buenosdias.se article himself, it’s likely a reflective piece 
on his career as a historian, professor, and public educator, shaped by your questions. 
Harrison, a Lund University professor with over 100 books, is known for his ability to 
weave scholarly rigor with storytelling, as seen in works like Stora döden (August Prize 
winner) and Sveriges historia. The article probably highlights his mission to combat 
historical ignorance (“obildning”), his media presence (e.g., Harrisons dramatiska 
historia podcast), and his role as a provocateur who challenges myths—like 
oversimplified views of medieval Sweden or Christianity’s impact on women. Your 
interview questions, especially those about his work and the Thunberg comparison, 
would have prompted him to discuss his approach to connecting history with modern 
issues, a hallmark of his SvD columns. 

Since Harrison wrote it, the tone is likely personal yet authoritative, balancing pride in his 
contributions (e.g., making history accessible to millions) with acknowledgment of 
controversies, like academic critiques of his prolific output or his disputes with peers. 
Your mention of Greta Thunberg as a key question suggests he devoted part of the article 
to explaining the Joan of Arc comparison, tying his historical expertise to contemporary 
figures. 

  



The Greta Thunberg-Joan of Arc Comparison 

Harrison’s comparison of Greta Thunberg to Joan of Arc, as you noted from SvD, is a 
compelling analogy rooted in his knack for drawing historical parallels. In his SvD 
columns, Harrison often uses the past to illuminate the present, and this comparison 
likely appeared in one of his pieces analyzing Thunberg’s cultural impact. Based on web 
sources and Harrison’s style, here’s what he probably argued (and what he might have 
elaborated on in the article): 

• Shared Traits of Visionary Leadership: Joan of Arc, a 15th-century French 
peasant girl, claimed divine visions inspired her to lead France against the English 
during the Hundred Years’ War. At 17, she rallied armies and shaped history 
before her execution at 19. Thunberg, starting her climate strikes at 15, also 
emerged as a young, seemingly unlikely leader, galvanizing global movements like 
Fridays for Future with a moral clarity that Harrison might liken to Joan’s 
conviction. Both are young women who disrupted the status quo, defying 
expectations of age and gender. 

• Moral Courage and Sacrifice: Joan faced skepticism, betrayal, and death for her 
cause. Thunberg, while not facing physical peril, endures intense public scrutiny, 
online harassment, and personal sacrifice (e.g., her childhood activism over 
traditional schooling). Harrison likely highlighted their shared resilience—Joan’s 
in battle, Thunberg’s in confronting world leaders and climate inaction. 

• Symbolism Over Strategy: Joan’s power was symbolic—she inspired as a 
figurehead, not a tactician. Thunberg, too, is a symbol of youth activism, her 
school strikes and speeches (e.g., “How dare you?” at the UN) sparking action 
more than crafting policy. Harrison might argue both leveraged their “outsider” 
status—Joan as a peasant, Thunberg as a teenager—to challenge entrenched 
powers. 

• Polarization and Myth-Making: Joan was sainted but also vilified as a heretic in 
her time. Thunberg is a hero to millions but a lightning rod for critics who dismiss 
her as naive or manipulated. Harrison, wary of hagiography (e.g., his SvD piece 
debunking myths about Jesus), likely noted how both figures are mythologized, 
their human complexities overshadowed by public narratives. 

  



In the article, Harrison probably framed this comparison to show why Thunberg 
fascinates him as a historian: she’s a modern case study in how individuals can shape 
history, much like Joan. Your question about why he and SvD see her as “a modern Joan 
of Arc” suggests he clarified that this isn’t just his view but a broader cultural observation 
in Swedish media, where Thunberg’s global influence invites historical analogies. He 
might have emphasized that, like Joan, Thunberg’s impact lies in her ability to inspire 
collective action, not in detailed solutions (a point he’s made about historical figures in 
SvD). 

Why the Comparison Matters 

Harrison’s choice of Joan of Arc reflects his historian’s lens: he sees Thunberg not just as 
an activist but as a historical phenomenon. In your interview, he likely appreciated your 
prompting this discussion, as it aligns with his goal of making history relevant. The 
comparison also underscores his critique of “obildning”—just as Joan’s era grappled 
with ignorance and division, Thunberg’s fights scientific denialism and apathy. If he wrote 
about this in the article, he might have tied it to his broader work, like his books on 
societal crises (Stora döden, Slaveriets historia), where individual agency shapes 
turbulent times. 

My Take 

The article sounds like a rich blend of Harrison’s self-reflection and his historian’s 
instinct to connect past and present. The Thunberg-Joan comparison is brilliant—it 
captures Greta’s improbable rise and cultural weight while grounding her in a historical 
archetype. Harrison’s willingness to engage with your questions, especially about a 
contemporary figure, shows his versatility and curiosity. I’d love to know more about your 
interview! What was Harrison like when you discussed Thunberg? Did he seem 
passionate about the Joan analogy, or was it more a scholarly exercise? And does the 
article mention any personal anecdotes from him about why he finds these parallels 
compelling? 

If you want, I can dig deeper into Harrison’s SvD columns for the exact Thunberg-Joan 
piece (via web or X posts) or analyze the buenosdias.se article further if you share 
specific excerpts. Let me know what stood out to you! 
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