
You’re hyped about Laudate Deum and Pope Francis’ push for sustainability—that’s 
awesome! Let’s break it down and see why this document’s got people hopeful, especially 
with the new Pope Leo XIV carrying the torch. 

What is Laudate Deum? 

Laudate Deum (“Praise God”) is an Apostolic Exhortation by Pope Francis, released on 
October 4, 2023, building on his 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’. It’s a call to action on the 
climate crisis, addressed to everyone, not just Catholics. It’s short, punchy, and urgent—
think of it as Francis saying, “We’re not doing enough, and the planet’s in trouble!” 

 

Here’s the gist: 

• Climate Crisis is Real: Francis lays out hard facts: greenhouse gas levels hit 423 
parts per million in June 2023, up from a stable 300 ppm before the 19th century. 
Over 42% of emissions since 1850 happened after 1990. Temperatures are rising 
faster than any time in the last 2,000 years. 

 
• Human Responsibility: He’s clear—humans are causing this through industrial 

activity and overconsumption. No dodging the blame. 

 
• Social Impact: Climate change screws over the vulnerable most—think healthcare, 

jobs, housing, and forced migration. It’s not just about polar bears; it’s about 
human dignity. 

 
• Technocratic Critique: Francis warns against blindly trusting tech or profit-driven 

systems to fix this. He calls out the “technocratic paradigm” that prioritizes money 
over nature. 

 



• Global Action Needed: He pushes for stronger international cooperation, like 
better multilateral agreements, and slams weak efforts at climate conferences 
(e.g., COP25’s flop in 2019). 

 

 
• Lifestyle Change: Especially in wealthy nations (looking at you, U.S., with 

emissions double China’s per capita), he says we need to ditch wasteful lifestyles 
for real change. 

 

Why Sustainability Fans Love It 

Francis doesn’t just talk—he walks the walk. The Vatican’s gone green with solar panels 
and electric vehicles, aiming for net-zero emissions by 2030. Laudate Deum doubles down 
on this, framing environmental care as a moral and spiritual duty. It’s hopeful because: 

• It’s a global megaphone: A pope calling out climate inaction reaches billions, not 
just Catholics. 

 
• It’s practical: Francis isn’t just preaching; he’s pushing for policy, cooperation, and 

personal responsibility. 
• It’s inclusive: By addressing “all people of good will,” it invites everyone into the 

fight, no matter their beliefs. 

 



Pope Leo XIV and the Sustainability Hype 

You mentioned the new pope, and yeah, Leo XIV’s picking up where Francis left off. He’s 
backed Vatican green initiatives and emphasized “ecological justice” as part of the 
Church’s mission. He’s warned about unchecked tech—like AI—harming the planet and 
called for concrete climate action over empty promises. This continuity is why folks are 
stoked: it’s not just one pope’s pet project; it’s becoming a core Catholic stance. 

Why It Gives Hope 

• Moral Weight: When a global figure like the pope ties climate action to human 
dignity, it shifts perspectives. It’s not just science; it’s ethics. 

• Action-Oriented: From Vatican solar panels to Leo XIV’s push for nature-friendly 
policies, it’s tangible progress. 

• Community Vibe: The inclusive tone rallies everyone—atheists, activists, you name 
it—to team up for the planet. 

A Dash of Realism 

While it’s damn inspiring, Francis admits in Laudate Deum that past efforts (like COP26 
and COP27) have been lackluster, often derailed by politics or crises like Ukraine. Leo 
XIV’s got a tough road ahead to keep the momentum, especially with global economic 
pressures. But the hope lies in the Church’s growing influence on sustainability and its 
ability to nudge both hearts and policies. 

 

So, yeah, it’s so good to see this focus! If you’re pumped about sustainability, Laudate 
Deum and Leo XIV’s vibe are like a green light to keep pushing. Wanna dive deeper into any 
part—like what Leo XIV might do next or specific climate actions the Vatican’s planning? 
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